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WHAT IS HANUKKAH?

1. INTRODUCTION

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that celebrates light, hope, and miracles. This guide aims
to help you share the story, traditions, and significance of Hanukkah with students in
a way that resonates within the diverse and multicultural environment of American
public schools.

2. THE STORY OF HANUKKAH

Hello everyone! My name is [Name], and I'm here to tell you about a special holiday
called Hanukkah.

A long time ago, in the land of Israel, the most special place for the Jewish people
was the Temple in Jerusalem. Inside, there were many beautiful objects, including a
tall, golden menorah with seven branches. This menorah was lit using pure oil, filling
the Temple with a soft, glowing light every evening.

During the time of the Hanukkah story, a harsh ruler named Antiochus governed the
land of Israel. He disliked the Jewish traditions and declared, "They should live like me!
No more celebrating Shabbat, no more reading the Torah, and no more visiting the
Temple!" Antiochus sent his soldiers to the Temple, where they made a mess—breaking
furniture, bringing in dirt, and smashing the jars of oil used to light the menorah.
The Jewish people felt disheartened, but Judah Maccabee stepped forward with a
plan to resist Antiochus and his army. He rallied a small group of followers, called the
Maccabees, who were initially unsure about their chances. “We don't have weapons or
large armies like Antiochus,” they said. Judah encouraged them, “With determination
and careful planning, we can succeed.” After a long struggle, the Maccabees succeeded
in driving Antiochus and his forces out of Israel.

The Jewish people rushed to Jerusalem to restore the Temple. They cleared the rubble,
repaired the damage, and built a new menorah. However, when it came time to light
it, they found only a small jar of oil—barely enough for one night. Despite this, they lit
the menorah, and to their amazement, the oil lasted for eight days—long enough for
more oil to be prepared.

The Jewish people celebrated these extraordinary events—their triumph over Antiochus’
army and the lasting light of the menorah. Every year during Hanukkah, menorahs are lit
for eight nights to remember the bravery and perseverance of those who came before.
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3. THE STORY OF HANUKKAH THROUGH ANIMATED VIDEO
Explore the story of Hanukkah through this animated video, which brings the historical
events to life in a way that's engaging for children and adults alike:

4. HANUKKAH BINGO

Older children: Read out riddles or clues aloud. The children solve each riddle and
check if the answer appears on their bingo card. If it does, they mark it. The first child
to complete a full row or column shouts “Bingo”!

Younger children: you can use the version with the images.

5.HANUKKAH QUIZ WITH A SWEET TWIST

Start with a fun Hanukkah quiz! Prepare questions about the holiday (or use the example
quiz we provided below), its traditions, and its history, and have children answer them
in an engaging group setting.

For those who want to add an extra layer of excitement, try upgrading the activity
with a personalized dreidel pocket:

Each participant can have their own dreidel-shaped pocket with their name on it.
For every correct answer during the quiz, they earn a chocolate coin to store in their
"'sweet pocket."

To make the pockets, simply cut out the provided dreidel shapes glue the parts together,
write the children’s names, and get ready for a fun and delicious quiz session!



https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/820w684cblpc2cgfiimgp0ufdf4n0imv
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/gqi61jr341nt3dayj6neomy3t7rbs2o5
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/r7ibna2q3jgbf6x0m3ixsshi77f8fljm
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/t7llyv2hmm4vespmhwauoyoh8ws555dl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDmvvAhTn2c&t=38s
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THE DREIDEL .
A SYMBOL AND GAME FOR HANUKKAH

1. WHAT IS A DREIDEL

The dreidel, the traditional toy of Hanukkah, holds historical and cultural significance.
According to tradition, during times when Jews were forbidden to study Torah, children
secretly studied. When soldiers approached, they hid their books and spun dreidels
to appear as though they were engaged in an innocent game.

2. DREIDEL GAME - A FUN HANUKKAH ACTIVITY
Objective: To learn the meaning of the letters on the dreidel while enjoying a sweet and
playful game.

Materials Needed:
Dreidels
Chocolate coins or other candies

How to Play:

1. Preparation: Each player gets 10-15 chocolate coins.

2. Starting a Round: Each player places one coin into the central pot.

3. Spinning the Dreidel:
Nun (N): "Nothing" happens, and the turn passes to the next player.
Gimmel (G): The player takes all the coins in the pot.
Hay (H): The player takes half the coins in the pot (round up if needed).
Shin (S): The player adds one coin to the pot.

4. Continuing the Game: Coins left in the pot roll over to the next round.

5. Out of Coins: A player who runs out of coins is out of the game.

6. Winning: The last player with coins wins the entire pot!

Tip: This game is a fantastic opportunity to teach children about the letters on the dreidel,
which represent the phrase "A great miracle happened there.
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3. ADDITIONAL DREIDEL GAME IDEAS:

Longest Spin Challenge: Who can spin their dreidel for the longest time?

Upside-Down Spin: Test who can spin the dreidel upside down and keep it stable. Guess
the Letter: Each participant guesses which letter the dreidel will land on before
spinning.

Dreidel on a Target Board:

How to Play: Each player takes turns spinning their dreidel on a target board and earns
the points of the circle where the dreidel stops.

Preparing the Target Board:

Print the provided target board template.

Cut out the sections of the board (leaving a small margin).

Assemble the pieces into a circular board.

Once the board is ready, the game begins!

These games combine learning and fun, bringing extra excitement to Hanukkah celebrations.

4. MAKING DREIDELS:

What you'll need:
Round or square cardboard discs
Matches, toothpicks or pencils

Instructions:

1. Distribute the cardboard discs to the children.

2. Divide into equal triangles,

3. write the Hebrew letters in the triangles.

4. Insert a short pencil, a match or toothpick into the center
of each disc.

5. Spin the dreidels.

Instead of writing the letters you can color the triangles and observe what
happens to the colors

5. GAME: HUMAN DREIDEL

Instructions:

1. Create a straight path using two jump ropes or scarves.

2. Choose a child and cover their eyes with a bandana.

3. Thechild spinsin place three times, then stops and tries to walk straight along the path.
4. A child who successfully walks straight without stepping out of the lines earns a point.

Credit: From thewgb  « o ° ° . E A


https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/7p6p0zvxddvcy4z3vrqjumrokbfcsaxp
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"EACH OF US IS A SMALL LIGHT, AND
TOGETHER WE ARE A MIGHTY LIGHT"

1. INTRODUCTION

Each of us, as individuals, has the power to brighten our surroundings in our own unique
way. Even small actions—Ilike a smile, a helping hand, or a kind word—can serve as a
small light that dispels darkness. This highlights the importance of each individual and
the potential within everyone to make an impact.

When people come together, the light they create becomes strong and powerful—a
mighty light. This symbolizes that unity and collaboration generate a greater strength
than the sum of its parts, enabling us to face challenges and overcome darkness together.

2.ACTIVITY: CREATING A "PERSONAL AND GROUP WALL OF LIGHT"

What to do:

Distribute paper candles (pre-cut) to the children.

Each child writes or draws on their candle/star a good deed they can do (e.g., helping at
home, smiling at a friend, or saying a kind word).

Attach the candles/stars to an empty classroom board in a circular pattern or in the shape
of a menorah.

Conclude this activity by "lighting a great light"—a central candle in the middle representing
the collective strength of the group.



https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/0pkqqp3k9nes0bq37kcwaeq2308vkryi
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3. ART PROJECT: "LIGHT OF KINDNESS"

Objective of the Activity:

To nurture values of giving, compassion, and care.

To connect the children to the idea of spreading light and joy during Hanukkah.

Materials Needed:

Colored cardstock or cardboard for making greeting cards.

Stickers, markers, paints, colorful paper cutouts, and glitter for decoration.

Envelopes (optional).

Ideas for messages to write in the cards, such as "Wishing you a holiday filled with light
and joy!" or "May you have bright and happy days ahead!"

Decide who the greeting cards are for:

Seniors, school staff, community members, or even the children’s own families.

Activity:

Talk with the children about the idea of "spreading light" during Hanukkah—not just
through candles, but through good deeds. Ask, How can we bring joy to someone during
this holiday?

Introduce the idea of creating greeting cards or small gifts.

Give each child a piece of cardstock or paper to fold into a greeting card.

Allow them to decorate the cards as they wish.

Ask each child to present their card and share who they want to dedicate it to.

If the cards are intended for distribution outside the school, plan with the children when
and how they will be delivered (e.g., visiting a nursing home, giving cards to school staff,
or taking them home to share with family).

A small gesture like a greeting card can spread a lot of light!

Coloring pages that you can use to for this activity.
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THE HANUKKIAH (MENORAH)

1. WHAT IS HANUKKIAH?

A Hanukkiah is a special kind of menorah that we use during Hanukkah. It has nine
branches—eight for each night of Hanukkah and one extra branch for the helper candle,
called the Shamash.

Every night of Hanukkah, we light one more candle until, on the last night, all eight candles
are lit! The Shamash is like the "helper" candle that lights all the others.

The Hanukkiah reminds us of the miracle of the oil in the Hanukkah story. A tiny bit of
oil lasted for eight whole days when it was only supposed to last for one. That's why we
celebrate and light the Hanukkiah—it's a way to remember that amazing miracle!

Do you have a Hanukkiah at home? What color are the candles do you like to use?

2. CRAFT: HANDPRINT MENORAH
Materials Needed:
Paint (blue, yellow, orange, or any other colors you like)
White paper or cardstock
Paintbrush (optional)
Paper towels or wipes for cleaning hands
Markers (optional, for details)

Instructions:

1. Prepare the Paint: Pour the paint into small containers or onto a plate. Choose colors
that represent the flame and candles of the menorah. Blue and yellow are great for
the candles, and orange for the flames.

2. Create the Menorah's Base: Using a paintbrush or your fingers, paint the base of the

menorah at the bottom of the page. You can either paint a traditional horizontal line

or a more creative design for the menorah.

Handprint Candles:

Dip one of your hands into the yellow or blue paint, making sure your hand is fully
coated.

B. Place your painted handprint on the paper, with your fingers pointing upwards to form
the candles of the menorah.

C. Repeat this process, using different colors for each candle. Make sure to leave space
for all 8 candles plus the "shamash" candle (the helper candle that lights the others).
You may want to use a different color for the shamash.

> W



4. Add Flame Details:

A. Dip your fingers into orange or yellow paint and carefully add a flame on top of each
candle (above each handprint), making it look like the candles are lit.

B. You can use a paintbrush or your fingers to create a flickering flame effect.

5. Decorate the Menorah:

Once the handprints and flames have dried, use markers or other materials to add decorative
details, such as drawing a traditional holder for the menorah, adding some sparkle, or
even a fun message like “Happy Hanukkah!”

Let It Dry: Set the paper aside to dry completely. Once dry, your beautiful handprint
menorah is ready to be displayed!

This craft is fun, easy, and great for all ages! It makes a perfect decoration or a thoughtful
gift for the holiday.

6. Let It Dry:

Set the paper aside to dry completely. Once dry, your beautiful handprint menorah is
ready to be displayed!

This craft is fun, easy, and great for all ages! It makes a perfect decoration or a thoughtful
gift for the holiday.

» * . . %

® [ °
[ )
Credit: From the web
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3. CRAFT: PAPER MENORAH
Materials Needed:
Construction paper (variety of colors, including blue, yellow, and brown)
Scissors
Glue stick or liquid glue
Markers or crayons (optional for decoration)
Ruler (optional)
Pencil

Instructions:

1. Prepare the Base:

Start by cutting a piece of brown construction paper into a rectangle, about 3 inches by
8 inches. This will serve as the base of your menorah.

2. Make the Candles:

Cut out 9 strips of colored construction paper (blue, yellow, or your choice of colors) to
represent the candles. Each strip should be about 1inch wide and 4 inches tall.

For the “shamash” (the middle candle that lights the others), cut a strip that is slightly
taller or a different color so it stands out from the rest of the candles.

3. Attach the Candles:

Arrange the 9 candle strips evenly across the brown rectangle base, leaving enough space
between each candle. Glue them in place. The shamash should be placed in the center.
4. Add Flames:

Cut out small flame shapes from yellow or orange construction paper.

Glue one flame shape on top of each candle.

5. Decorate:

Use markers, crayons, or stickers to decorate the menorah and make it festive. You can
add designs to the base, color around the flames, or even draw a star of David or other
symbols of Hanukkah.

6. Display:

Allow the glue to dry completely, and your Paper Menorah is ready for display! It makes
a great classroom or home decoration for the holiday.
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4.CRAFT: POPSICLE STICK MENORAH
This craft is simple, colorful, and a great way to introduce children to the symbolism of
the menorah during Hanukkah.

Materials Needed:

9 popsicle sticks :
Glue (hot glue gun or school glue) l /
Paint (blue, yellow, orange, brown, or any other r:i i 1
preferred colors) e B
Scissors 1 3
Construction paper or foam sheets (for flames) ‘
Small gems, stickers, or sequins for decoration (optional)
Paintbrush (if using paint)

Instructions:

1. Prepare the Menorah Base:

A. Lay out 8 popsicle sticks horizontally to form the base of your menorah. These wiill
represent the 8 candles.

B. For the shamash (middle candle), take 2 popsicle sticks and glue them vertically in
the center of the 8 sticks. This candle should be taller than the others. Glue the sticks
securely, creating a strong base for your menorah.

2. Secure the Candles:

Glue the remaining popsicle sticks vertically on top of each of the 8 base sticks, ensuring
that they are evenly spaced. These will be your 8 candles. You can arrange the candles
with the shamash in the center, taller than the rest. Make sure the glue holds well, so
the structure stays stable.

3. Add Flames:

A. Cut out flame shapes from construction paper or foam sheets (you can use yellow,
orange, or red). Make sure they are small enough to fit on top of each candle.

B. Glue a flame shape onto the top of each candle. You can also embellish the flames
with glitter or stickers for extra sparkle.

4. Decorate the Menorah:

A. Paint or color your popsicle sticks as desired. You can paint the candles a bright color
like yellow or blue, and paint the base brown to represent the menorah stand. Add
additional decorations like small gems or sequins to make it more festive.

5. Let Dry and Display:

A. Allow the glue and paint to dry completely before handling. Once dry, you can proudly

This fun and easy craft is a great way for children to learn about the menorah while making
a beautiful decoration for the holiday. e o

* ¥ . . B B ¢

[ )
Credit: From the web



LIST OF CHILDREN'S
HANNUKAH BOOKS

HANUKKAH PLAYLIST HANUKKAH PLAYLIST



https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/v18ioou1ipdgw3ivztjjvgqefkz6cey8
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/n1yb7za1bq5fgmgx0f4c8bhoruyn12oa
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/y20ebhv45o08h0he5v68pgdy5hw0eili
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