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The Hebrew content will be followed by English
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KESHET AT HOME
HANUKKAH ACTIVITY KIT

In Hanukkah we celebrate the victory of the Maccabis - a small group of Jews

- over the Greeks who controlled Israel many years ago. Every year we are
reminded that when working together, amazing things can be accomplished
and light can be helped to achieve triumph over darkness. In this kit you will find
activities, songs and ideas for celebrating Hanukkah at home; you can integrate
those before or after lighting the candles at home.

The activities are suitable for intimate family gatherings as well as for joint
celebrations with other families in a home setting. We hope you enjoy it!

LIGHTING THE CANDLES:

Each evening, when lighting the candles, sing the blessings together:

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam, asher kidshanu b'mitz'votav
v'tzivanu I'had'lik ner shel Hanukkah.

Blessed are you, our God, sovereign of the universe, who has sanctified us with
His commandments and commanded us to light the candle of Hanukkah.

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam she'asah nisim la'avoteinu
bayamim hahem bazman hazeh.

Blessed are you, our God, sovereign of the universe, who performed miracles
for our ancestors in those days at this time

On the first night only, add:

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam shehecheyanu v'’kiymanu
v'higi'anu laz’'man hazeh.

Blessed are you, our God, sovereign of the universe who has kept us alive,
sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season.

After lighting the candles, it is customary to sing the song Maoz Tzur Yeshuati
(see lyrics in the attached songbook). You can also add other songs from the
songbook.
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We light the hanukkiah to remind us

of the Menorah at the temple. After
the Maccabis were victorious over the
Greeks, they returned to the temple_

/ ,
FI RST EH N n I_E ’ and lit the Menorah to symbolize the
freedom they had won again.

PREPARE TOGETHER A HOME HANUKKIAH:

You can make a hanukkiah for each member of the family, or create one together.
Each day you can light the candles using the hanukkiahs you made.

MAKING A “HANUKKIAH™ FROM TOILET PAPER ROLLS

(for those too young to light real candles)

HUDDINNGH JH]

Materials:

o Toilet paper rolls
o Gouache paints
o Brushes

o Popsicle sticks
o Bristol board

o Glue

X Color the paper roll and
popsicle stick - these will be
our candles.

X Cut the shape of a flame from
the Bristol board and color it.

X Glue the flame to the popsicle
stick, and the stick to the inner
side of the paper roll to obtain a “candle”.

X Each day add one more candle to the hanukkiah.

nwy
KESHET

ISRAELI
/ AMERICAN
COUNCIL




0
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MAKING A HAND
HANUKKIAH

Materials:

o Bristol board,
o wood board or plastic tray
© Gouache paint or markers
o Metal bottle caps

o Glue

° o o
° o o
* o o
.

X Using gouache paint: dip hands in a gouache paint plate (each family member
in a different color). Stamp the hands next to each other on the Bristol or
wood board to create the shape of a hanukkiah.

X Using markers: one member of the family lays his or her hands on the Bristol
board next to each other. Another family member traces the shape of the
hands with a marker. Switch roles, and create a hand shaped hanukkiah for
each member of the family.

X Decorate and glue the metal bottle caps at the ends of the “fingers” on the
surface used.

J

=
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In Hanukkah we play with dreidels because

when the Greeks and their king, Antiochus,

prevented the Jews from carrying on their
customs, dreidels were the Jews’ secret way
to do them anyway. Whenever Greek soldiers
tried to catch them, they pretended they were

SECOND CANDLE = ing with dreidels.
SEVIVON (DREIDEL)-

MAKE A DRAWING-DREIDEL FROM A PENCIL:

Each member of the family prepares a personal dreidel. Before lighting
the candles you can practice spinning your dreidel. If more than one
family participates in the candle-lighting, each family can make a family-
dreidel.

Materials: _—

o Heavy Bristol board/ cardboard _
o Crayons or markers for decoration E\.

o Pencil _—

e
X Cut a shape from a Bristol board or ~

cardboard (preferably symmetrical,
so the dreidel can spin)

X Decorate one side using markers or
crayons; you can also use stickers.

X Punch a pencil-size hole at the
center of the cut board, and insert
the pencil with its point downwards.

X Spin it! Spin the dreidel on a piece
of paper and watch the beautiful
drawings it makes.

X Make together a family dreidel-
drawing: each member of the family spins their
dreidel on a large sheet of paper. Color the drawing together and
create a family Hanukkah drawing. You can also play this with other
families and exhibit the drawings at a community candle-lighting
event.
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Did you know?
~ The letters that appear on the dreidel: on
ol | dreidels around the world, the letters are, in
o _ Hebrew, Nun, Gimel, Hei, Shin. They stand for Nes

: Gadol Haya Sham - A Great Miracje Happened
There; In Israel the letters are Nun, G|mel Hei,

THIRD CANDLE
A GREAT MIRACLE - -
HAPPENED...

DREIDEL CONTEST:

Use the dreidels you made for the second Hanukkah candle; this is an
opportunity to sing Hanukkah songs together. Invite friends to join the
contest, or organize a contest between families.

Each participant, in turn, spins a dreidel. While it’s spinning, sing the song
Sevivon, Sov Sov Sov. Stop singing when the dreidel stops spinning. The
winner is the dreidel that spins the longest - you can measure by using
the song! The winner chooses a Hanukkah song to be sung after lighting
the candle that night.
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"Dicl you kinow?

' 'The Maccabis were hiding from the \\
- Greeks in caves, and had to survive | |
" in darkness, with very little light. This
is where they planned their rebellion //2

FOURTH CANDLE G e
WE'VE COME TO
DRIVE AWAY DARKNESS

PLAY A GAME IN DARKNESS:

If you have any Hanukkah related items in the house, this game is an opportunity
for parents to tell their children more about the holiday and their experience of
it as children. For example - a special dreidel we received as a gift, or the latkes
made by grandmother.

Materials:

o Empty carton

o Cotton wool, fabrics or other soft items
o Small objects from around the house

o Blindfold

X Prepare a “touching box”: a box full of soft items and small objects to touch -
candles, hanukkiah, dreidel, keys, toys - whatever you can find at home.

X Each participant in turn puts on a blindfold, puts a hand in the box, touches an
object and tries to guess (without looking!) what object they found.

X Whoever guesses correctly gets to choose the colors and order of the candles
in the hanukkiah that night.
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After their vicfory over the Greeks, the
Maccabis wanted to light again the

temple Menorah that was put out by

the Greeks. The light was a symbol that +

the temple is again in Jewish hands and |

that they can continue practicing their / 0
FI FTH EH N D |_E - important ceremonies. Even today the t

custom is to place the hanukkiah in the

FS)o
F3jo

window to signify the light we want to

THOSE CANDLES - SESSSasa -

PRINTING WITH CANDLES:

Give the drawings you make to other families or friends who light the candles
with you, along with a Hanukkah greeting card. As a family, think together

about something good you can do for others, in order to spread the light of the
candles as far as possible. This is an opportunity to speak with the children about
Tikkun Olam (“Repairing the World”).

o310N6J 350H)

Please note: there are two versions of this activity - in one the candle is lit, in the
other it’s not; choose according to the children’s ages. <

PRINTING WITH WAX-DRIPPING:

Materials:

o Colored candles
o Aluminum foil

o Water bowl

X Carefully wrap the bottom of the
candles with aluminum foil, to make it
easier for the children to hold them.

X Carefully, assisted by an adult,
drip the wax from various colored
candles into a water bowl. When the wax hardens,
a three-dimensional drawing is created. You can make personal art in small
bowls, but it’s more fun to make it big together.

* e o o
° o o
......
..........
° o
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PRINTING WITH CANDLES AND WATERCOLORS:

Materials:

o White or light-color candle
o White paper

o Watercolors

o Brushes

X Draw on the paper using the bottom of the candle; at this point the drawing is
invisible.

X Paint over the drawing using watercolors. The wax repels the water, and the
drawing is revealed in white through the colors.
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‘ [)wf ou know?

: "The Maccabl army was very smaII
- compared with the very large Greek

- army; the Maccabis won anyway,
because they worked togethet. When//
" we work together we can achieve

SINTHCANDLE. &
HEROES

PLAY TOGETHER - CANDLE IN THE BOTTLE

There are no winners or losers in this game; everyone works together for a
common goal. When lighting the candles after the game, we can discuss this -
when else are we successful when we work together?

Materials:

o Hanukkah candle

o Cotton or wool string
o Empty bottle

X Tie the candle to a string, about 50 cm / 2 ft long. Tie more strings to this
string - as many as there are participants in the game (like the rays of the
sun).

X Each participant holds the end of one string, and together we try to insert the
candle into the bottle. To succeed, everyone needs to cooperate.

X If the game is played by a large group (for example, several families together),
start with small groups and gradually add more and more participants - trying
to succeed together.
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There Was no electr|C|ty in the times of
the Maccabis, so they needed things like
torches and oil to drive away darkness

> and fight the Greeks successfully. In
g Hanukkah we drive away darkness with

the light from the hanukkiah, and the

. light grows larger from day to day. This ‘
- serves to remind us that several candles
together spread more light than a single

~_candle.

MAKE INVISIBLE DRAWINGS:

You can simply experience the magic of invisible drawing, but you
can also create together a Hanukkah quiz where the parents quiz the
children and the children quiz the parents. The answers are revealed
by the secret drawing!

Materials:

@ Lemon juice or white vinegar
o White paper

o Brushes

o Flashlight or candle

X On a white sheet of paper, draw or write using the lemon juice or
vinegar.

X When the paper is dry, bring a flashlight or candle (carefully) close
to the paper, and see the secret drawing.

X You can ask each other questions and the answers will be revealed
in the drawing. For example - how many days did the Menorah
in the Hanukkah story stay lit? Each participant gives an answer,
and then the secret drawing reveals the answer. Whoever had the
correct answer lights a candle in the hanukkiah.
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The Maccabim found in the temple a little jug with very
X little oil in it; they thought it will be enough to light the

Menorah for a single day. But the oil burned in the Menorah
for eight days, and gave them time to prepare more oil.
The Menorah stayed lit for a long time - this is the reason

X
that in Hanukkah we eat foods fried in oil, such as sufganiot
E I E HTH E H N D I-E (jelly doughnuts) and latkes.

LITTLE JUG

MAKING LATKES TOGETHER AT HOME:

Making latkes together is an excellent time for each member of the family
to make a contribution according to their ability. Older children can peel
and chop, younger ones can mix and form the latkes. If other families
participate in the candle-lighting, you can have a latke contest - each
family brings their own, the children taste and declare which latke is the
winner.

Materials:

o Two medium onions
o 1 kg potatoes

o 2 €995

o 1 teaspoon salt

o A little black pepper
o 3 spoons flour

Preparation:

X Chop the onions.

X Peel the potatoes and grate in a coarse grater - the children can do
this too!

X Mix all the ingredients in a bowl.

X Heat oil in a pan - the oil should be about half as deep as the thickness
of the latkes.

X Form small latkes, and fry them until golden on both sides (4-5
minutes each side).

X Place on paper towels.

X Eat and enjoy!
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HANUKKAH SONGS

BANU CHO-SHE-CH LEH-GR-REHSH

Lyrics: Sarah Levi Tanai
Music: Imanuel Amiran

Banu cho-she-ch leh-ga-rehsh,

Beya-deinu ohr va'esh.
Kol echad hu ohr katan,
V'chu-lanu ohr eitan.

Surah cho-shech hal-ah sh'chor!

Surah mipnei haor!

MAOL TZUR YESHUR-TI
Music: Folk
Lyrics: Traditional

Ma-o0z Tzur Y’shu-a-ti,
Le-cha Na-eh L’sha-bei-ach,
Ti-kon Beit T'fi-la-ti,

V’sham To-da N’za-bei-ach.

L’eit Ta-chin Mat-bei-ach
Mi-tzar Ha-m-na-bei-ach.
Az Eg-mor B’shir Miz-mor
Cha-nu-kat Ha-miz-bei-ach

SEVIVON, S0V, S0V, SaV

Lyrics: Levin Kipnis
Music: Folk

Sevivon, sov, Sov, Sov,
Hanukkah, hu chag tov.
Hanukkah, hu chag tov,
Sevivon, S0V, SOV, SOV.

Sov na sov ko va-kho,
Nes gadol haya po.
Nes gadol haya po,
Sov na sov ko va-kho.

Chag simcha hu la-am,
Nes gadol haya sham.
Nes gadol haya sham,
Chag simcha hu la-am.

NER LI DAKIK

Lyrics: Levin Kipnis
Music: Daniel Samburski

Ner li, ner li, ner li dakik,
BaHanukkah neri adlik.
BaHanukkah neri ya'ir,
BaHanukkah shirim ashir
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MI YEMALEL

Lyrics: Menashe Rabina
Music: Folk

Mi yemalel gvurot Yisrael,

Otan mi yimne?

Hen be'chol dor yakum ha'gibor
Goel ha'am!

Shma!

Ba'yamim ha'hem ba'zman ha'zeh
Maccabi moshiah u'fodeh
U'v'yameinu kol am Yisrael
Yitached yakum ve'yiga’el.

HANUKKAH SONGS

Lyrics: Haim Nachman Bialik
Music: Folk

Avee hid-lik nerot lee
Ve'shamash lo avuka.
Yod'im atem lichvod mah?
Lichvod ha-Hanukkah.

Moree natan sevivon lee
Ben - oferet ye'tzuka.
Yod'im atem lichvod mah?
Lichvod ha-Hanukkah!

Eemee natna leveeva lee,
Leveeva hama, metuka.
Yod'im atem lichvod mah?
Lichvod ha-Hanukkah.

Dodee natan t'shura lee,
P'ruta ahat sh'huka.
Yod'im atem lichvod mah?
Lichvod ha-Hanukkah.

KAD KATAN

Lyrics: Aharon Ashman
Music: Yoel Velba

Kad katan, kad katan

Sh'monah yamim shamno natan.
Kol ha'am hitpalei,

Mei'eilav hu mitmalei.

Kol ha'am az hitkaneis
Vehichriz: ach, zehu ness!
llulei kad zeh nish'ar
Mikdasheinu lo hu'ar.

YEMEI HAHANUKKAH

Lyrics: Avraham Avrunin
Music: Folk

Yemei haHanukkah, Chanukat mikdashenu
Begil uve’simcha memal’im et libenu

Layla vayom svivonenu yisov

Sufganiyot nochal bam larov.

Ha'iru, hadliku

Nerot Hanukkah rabim -
Al hanissim v'al haniflaot
Asher cholelu Maccabim.

Nitzchon hamacabim nesaper, nezamera
Al haoivim az yadam ki gavera
yerushalaim shava lethiya

Am Yisrael asa tushiah.

Ha'iru, hadliku

Nerot Hanukkah rabim -

Al hanissim v'al haniflaot
Asher cholelu haMaccabim.
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