
As a new school year begins, Jewish and Israeli parents have a powerful 
opportunity, not just to support your child’s learning, but to help shape a 
school culture that is inclusive, respectful, and welcoming for ALL the 
students. In a time of rising antisemitism and cultural misunderstanding, your 
presence and your story matter more than ever. 
This guide offers meaningful, approachable ways to share your family’s 
traditions, celebrate identity, and foster curiosity—not division—in your child’s 
school.  

Whether it’s Rosh HaShanah, Hanukkah, or Passover, offering to speak to your 
child’s class helps normalize Jewish traditions and break stereotypes. 

❖ Bring a short story, traditional snack, or hands-on activity. Here you can find 
ready to use materials about the Jewish holidays for kids.

❖ Focus on values (light, freedom, community, etc.) that connect with 
universal classroom themes.

❖ Teachers are often grateful for cultural enrichment—especially if you offer 
materials in advance. 

Why it matters: In many schools, children only hear about Christmas or secular 
holidays. Introducing Jewish traditions in a joyful, accessible way promotes 
visibility and inclusion.  

1. Volunteer to Share About Jewish Holidays

2. Join International or Multicultural Nights

Back-to-School Guide for Jewish & Israeli Parents 
Bringing our culture and identity to the school  

Practical Ways to Bring Your Child’s Jewish and Israeli 
Identity into the School Community  

If your school hosts a cultural celebration, proudly represent Israel and/or 
Jewish heritage: 

❖ Set up a table with Israeli foods, music, and fun facts
❖ Share stories or crafts from Jewish life around the world
❖ Include Jewish diversity (Mizrahi, Ashkenazi, Ethiopian, etc.)

https://iac360.org/library/?jsf=jet-engine:LIB&meta=tags_220!is_custom_checkbox:JewishHolidays


❖ Introduce the campaign to your child’s teacher, counselor, or principal
❖ Offer to help facilitate or share resources. Here you can find more materials
❖ Frame the activity around empathy, human rights, and standing up to hate 

Why it matters: These nights are a chance to show that Jewish and Israeli 
identity is vibrant, diverse, and joyful—not just defined by conflict or trauma of 
the Holocaust.  

3. Encourage Your School to Participate in the 6 Million Steps 
Campaign
Yom HaShoah (Israeli Holocaust Remembrance Day) is a meaningful 
opportunity for schools to engage in age-appropriate remembrance and 
learning. The 6 Million Steps campaign is a powerful, educational initiative 
inviting schools to symbolically walk six million steps as a community to honor 
the memory of Holocaust victims
Ways to engage: 

Why it matters: Holocaust education is not always mandated, and even when 
mandated, it usually will be one or two lessons throughout Middle and High 
school. Your advocacy helps ensure students learn about antisemitism, 
resilience, and moral responsibility. 

4. Help Diversify Classroom Libraries and Curriculum
Offer to donate or recommend age-appropriate books that feature 
Jewish or Israeli stories. 
Many educators are open to suggestions, especially if tied to identity, 
values, or social justice. Here you can find a list of recommended books. 
Why it matters: Representation in literature and lesson plans helps 
students feel seen and educates their peers in organic, respectful ways. 

Final Thoughts: Your Voice is a Gift 
You don’t need to be an expert, a fluent English speaker, or a 
professional educator. You just need to care and to show up. When you 
share your family’s story, celebrate your traditions; speak out with 
kindness and confidence, because you’re not only supporting your child
—you’re helping build a more respectful world.

https://https://www.6msteps.org/
https://https://iac360.org/library/?jsf=jet-engine:LIB&meta=tags_220!is_custom_checkbox:Holocaust
https://https://www.camera-edu.org/resources/recommended-books/
https://www.6msteps.org/
https://iac360.org/library/?jsf=jet-engine:LIB&meta=tags_220!is_custom_checkbox:Holocaust
https://www.camera-edu.org/resources/recommended-books/



