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OCTOBER 7™
ANNIVERSARY
PRAYER

Adva Hacohen Bomandil

Translated from Hebrew by
Dr. Henry Ralph Carse

This prayer was composed
especially for the IAC and the
Israeli and Jewish-American
community Led by the new
Leadership Department to
mark one year since the
events of October 7th and
the Iron Swords War.

Already a 3 years, and we deeply
feel the trauma, the fear, our loss
and our prayer; already a 3 years,
and we are together here to
remember and to hope through
our pain.

We remember them all: those
gonefrom usforever-womenand
men and children, courageous
and dear, soldiers and civilians,
defending our lives and their own,
protecting our homes and theirs,
standing watch, or dancing in
the field, or huddled in houses
turned to battlefields: ‘Love that
Is sanctified by blood will once
more blossom among us.’

We remember them all: those
who responded with a helping
hand, giving aid to individuals and
to our nation, offering security
and social support, and resisting
always the tide of hate; all who
helped us, all who hoped, and all
who tried.

As one people now, still breathing
though our hearts are torn, let
us pray for growth, for mutual

love, for life re-sanctified, for
relationships mended.

‘Let us now tell the power of this
day’'s holiness - awful, fearful,
and great. Through the pain
of our remembering and the
strength of our hope; through
the judgment passed on the
passing Yyear, through the
broken shards of our senses,
let us remember this divine
command: ‘Choose life!

This day too will turn, we know,
thesunwillturnandshineagain.
So even as this gate locks shut
behind us, open, we pray! a new
gateway ahead - for already the
day has turned, already 3 years
has passed, and together we
hold this thread of hope.
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Dear Community,

Nearly three years have passed since the horrific
morning of October 7 2023 - a day that forever
changed Israel, the Jewish people, and our
communities.

Afteranunimaginablejourney of pain and waiting,
the hostages have returned home - the living, to
begin the long road of healing, and those who did
not survive, to be brought to their final resting
place among their families and their people. Their
return broughtreliefand a certainsense ofclosure,
but it cannot erase the profound grief for all that
was lost: the lives cut short, the families shattered,
those wounded in body and spirit, and all those
whose lives were changed forever.

We remember them all.

Jewish memory has never been only about looking
back. Throughout our history, the Jewish people
have faced moments of profound rupture and loss,
and have chosen to respond not with forgetting,
but with rebuilding. We have transformed memory
into responsibility, pain into purpose, and crisis
into renewal. Memory asks us to carry the pain, to
remember those we have lost, and from that place
to find the strength to move forward with hope
and build a better future.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks taught:
“Hope is the belief that, together, we can make the
world better. Hope is an active virtue”

These words carry a special meaning in this
moment.

Since October 7, we have seen this spirit come
alive throughout our communities: extraordinary
solidarity, mutual care, steadfast support for Israel,
courage in confronting antisemitism and hatred,
and a renewed understanding of what it means to
be part of one people and to share responsibility
for one another.

Our challenge now is to carry that spirit of hope
with us, and to find within ourselves the strength
and faith to create a better future.

This year’s memorial events are not only moments
to remember the past. They are also an invitation
to ask what we will choose to build from all that
we have endured. How will we strengthen our
communities? How will we deepen our connection
to Israel and to one another? And how will we
ensure that the memory of those we lost becomes
a source of responsibility, courage, and life?

In this guide, you will find ideas, texts, songs,
and resources to help you create a meaningful
community ceremony - one that gives space to pain
and memory, while also expressing our ability as a
people to rise from crisis, rebuild, and choose hope.

Am Israel Chai!
Israeli-American Council (IAC)
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GENERAL
GUIDELINES

PARTNERSHIPS

The events of the past year have heightened the
need for unity and have led to strong partnerships
between Jewish communities, organizations, and
many non-Jewish supporters of Israel who collectively
joined the fight against antisemitismm and anti-
Zionism. The remembrance activities marking
October 7" are an important opportunity to continue
strengthening these strong partnerships and nurturing
them. Unity, both within and beyond our community, is
the need and the call of the hour.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

The memorialeventsareanopportunitytogive a platform
to the community that has been active throughout the
year, allowing them to take part in the planning and
leading of the event. Itisalsoimportant to provide a stage
for local leaders, heads of organizations, and community
leaders, giving them the opportunity to speak during the
memorial evening.

THE STORIES OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

The events of October 7t caught us, Israeli and Jews
Americans, in great concern for friends and family in
Israel. Check with the community to see if there are any
relatives or family members who were killed, injured, etc.,
during the year and allow them to share their stories as
part of the memorial ceremony.

RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY EFFORTS

Since the outbreak of the conflict in Israel, we have
witnessed extraordinary community mobilization and
efforts to support Israel. This includes command centers
that collected supplies for soldiers and residents of the
south, the reception and assistance of Israeli families who
arrivedfromthesouthandnorth,thefightagainsttherise
of antisemitism and anti-Zionism in light of the situation
in Israel, participation in support demonstrations, and
more. The ceremony is an opportunity to recognize
these efforts, give a platform to the leaders who led
these initiatives, inspire the rest of the community, and
encourage continued joint community action!

ISRAELI OCTO B E R 7
JAC 252 | Savopixa




COMMUNITY
MEMORIAL
CEREMONY

An Opportunity for a Community Gathering to
Remember the Events of October 7t and the Past Year:
The ceremony combines speeches from local and
community leaders, a space for families who were
affected in lIsrael, cultural and religious elements, and
provides an opportunity for personal and communal
expression of pain and remembrance, as well as healing
and hope.

The ceremony is designed to give the community an
opportunity to honor the memory of the victims, mourn
together, and express solidarity and support for the
families and the community as a whole. It integrates
various cultural and religious elements and allows for
personal and communal expressions of grief
and memory.

1. Language:

The ceremony will be conducted in English to allow
the entire Israeli, Jewish, and non-Jewish community
to participate. Hebrew/English prayers and songs can
be included.

2. Facilitation:

A host or facilitator to lead the event. This could be a
community leader, a student, or a well-known figure
who can foster a sense of unity and shared purpose.

3. Speeches / Personal Stories:

Community leaders a student heads of
committees, figures who have stood out in
community efforts for Israel or local leaders

religious leadership, public figures, federation
representatives, or heads of other Jewish
organizations, as well as non-Jewish leadership
that supported us throughout the year

Representatives from the affected families can
share their personal stories. Giving families a space
to share their stories and providing a place for
personal remembrance.

Guests from Israel — If there is a delegation from
Israel (Nova survivors, families from the South), it
Is Important to include them in the ceremony and
embrace them into the community

4. Moments of Silence / Candle Lighting and Prayers:

Moment of Silence: The community will stand in
silence in memory of the victims and fallen. Names/
pictures can be projected.

Candle Lighting in Their Memory: A memorial
candle station for the community and a formal
candle lighting on stage as part of the ceremony.

Prayers: Depending on the religious background
of the community, a rabbi or community leader
can be invited to recite memorial prayers, including
prayers for the victims and for the return of the
hostages. use the traditional and alternative
prayers that are included in this guide.

A ISRAELI OCTOBER 7 pAGEs .
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5. Music and Singing: Music can serve as a tool for 8. Conclusion and Summary:
healing and connection. Israeli songs, or songs that
have become the soundtrack of the past year, can be » Closing Remarks: The ceremony can end with
included. Group Singing can strengthen the sense concluding words that emphasize the message
of community and unity. Given language barriers, of hope and renewal.

it's important to choose songs that are familiar to

everyone and/or provide translations on screen. - Invitation to Continue Activities: Participants

can be invited to join further community
6. Reading of Texts and Memories: activities in memory of the events and in
support of the community.
Poems or literary, religious Texts or texts that have
significance to the events of October 7t can be
included.

- Sharing Memories: Family members, friends,
Or survivors can share personal memories and
stories, offering a personal perspective on the
events.

- The Sequence of Events on the Morning of
October 7" and the war: Texts describing the
course of events from the Nova Festival to the
Kibbutzim and southern communities can be
included or any other historical Texts.

7. Visual Presentations Videos or Slideshows:
Videos or slideshows commemorating the victims,
memorial events, or community activities in
response to the events can be shown. Photos and
Symbols: Display photos of the victims or symbols
representing locations and victims (Nova, kibbutzim,
and settlements, etc.).

OCTOBER 7
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@ Anthems: the two anthems of the United States @ song/Text/Prayer
and lIsrael.

CEREMONY @ Speech(es): Local leadership

@ Video: a video depicting the morning of October 7.
Video Testimonials/Reading Additional Testimonies

STRUCTURE

o
@ Reading: a reading that describes the sequence of events
that took place on that morning and a brief description of @® Speech(es): Partners
2

the events of the year. . ,
Prayers/ reminder the Hostages: hopefully, they will have

@ Moment of Silence: a moment of silence with images/ returned home by then, but if not, dedicate a moment to
names of the murdered, the kidnapped, and the fallen calling for their return!

displayed in the background.
bay 2 @ Prayer for Hope

" u

@ Prayers: “El Maleh Rachamim,” “Yizkor” prayer, and/ or an

alternative prayer @® Closing Song of Hope and Healing

@ Personal Stories: if there are families in the community Use the texts, links and materials attached later in this guide

who lost loved ones in Israel. If there are Nova survivors or
affected families visiting the community.

@& Song/Text/Prayer

@ Lighting of Memorial Candle(s): multiple candles can be
lit — a candle for Nova, a candle for the IDF, a candle for
the southern communities, and a candle for the hostages.
Leadership or family representatives can be invited to light
the candles. If there are multiple personal stories in the
community, each candle lighting can be preceded by a brief
telling of the story, dedicating the candle to all the victims of
that event.

ISRAEL OCTOBER 7 PAGE 7
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Background Presentation: A slideshow with graphics related Memorial Candle Station + Markers: allows people to dedicate
to October 7. The names of the murdered, the kidnapped, and candles to someone they know or simply light a candle. You
the fallen: can place a candle table at the entrance to the hall and allow
the community to come and light (You are welcome to use
BACKGROUND - Swords of Iron: soldiers and police officers memory stickers for candles created by IAC).

ATMOSPHERE « Swords of Iron: Civilian Casualties

« Swords of Iron: KIDNAPPED

Israeli and American Flags: for the national anthems and Commemorative Stickers - OCTOBER 7 Link

throughout the ceremony. Wall of Hope at the Entrance: large foam board/bristol boards

— a place where the community can write words of hope,
wishes, prayers, names for remembrance, and more

(by markers/post-its, etc.).

Background Playlist: for community entry and at the
conclusion of the event or integrated during the event.

- October 7t IAC Playlist

Photo Display of the Events of October 7t" and the war: can

. | Center Soundtracks for This Time: a variety of playlists be hung around the ceremony hall/space. Can be included in a
for different events. presentation and more.
. ANU Museum of the Jewish People: a playlist that - Art created in response to October 7™ by Israeli artists.

accompanies a special exhibition about October 7t,
P P - Unforgettable photos from the war: Link 1| Link 2

- Video Clips:
P « Graphic materials from the families of the hostages

> lron Swords War Songs (HE) — a playlist of video clips. (milk cartons, posters, etc.).

> IAC October 7" Testimonies(EN) and Music(HE) Flower Wreaths (like those used in funerals): can be placed
at the front of the stage or in a memorial corner (each event

Achinu (Our Brothers and sisters) — Video Clips with photos of the )
i ( ) = P partner can contribute a wreath).

murdered and kidnapped.

> Koolulam | Like A praver Madonna Releasing Balloons of Hope at the conclusion of the event.

> Ein Li Eretz Acheret Link 1| Link 2 IAC printable graphics are available to you here

ISRAEL OCTOBER 7 PAGE 8
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https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-idf-casualties
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-civilian-casualties
https://www.kidnappedfromisrael.com/languages
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4BeHX3RJx9VK6h1XO8YGwW?si=6Q7DT2qySl2dH54r8jEs-w&pi=u-hn0TS7vdRbWu
https://theicenter.org/icenter_resources/soundtracks-for-this-time/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0XDBjJwv4IMDzzjiT4Nyw5?si=ZG4Dv3klRxOQAXz1qV0UVA&nd=1&dlsi=8427247522954925
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWs5r3WqRUR10Ny1knzxJA2drMhZyZb1L
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDU65rK3Tmumlp_uH5QqiVdGqqykD1OFz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDU65rK3Tmumlp_uH5QqiVdGqqykD1OFz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYXr6wk19rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6y2laYXcBdU&ab_channel=Koolulam
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJIXzk4DC9Y&t=37s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYI0E0B-Hjg
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/wero1g79pt3fc5uhs3gefy3fjbob5tlv
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmIRBIXE3fR8h1CklQteBxGRJJRDZST7mKXhkd2wXMWq-ZCw/viewform
https://theicenter.org/icenter_resources/design-duty-artists-as-activists/
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/october-7
https://www.reuters.com/pictures/harrowing-images-aftermath-hamas-attack-southern-israel-2023-12-31/
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/october-7
https://www.kidnappedfromisrael.com/languages
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/7bt1jhre4qyfpdgymlu79nl3hgncbvav

L : : : - Additionally, you can use tools that help people

Living Room Conversat!ops, Panels, 'Fllm Screenings, express theymyselves for example: P PEOP
Song Evenings, Art Exhibits, Memorial Marches -

Centered around the Nova events and the southern > You can use cards created in response to the events

I NTI MATE communities are just some of the ideas for small and of the war

intimate events that can be held within the community. >  Ask the participants to choose a card that represents their

M E M o R IAL Belowis a list of ideas and models for small events: emotions, that connects to their feelings over the past year
LINK

1. Living Room Conversations / a memory in the living

EVE NTS room: - Song and Story Evenings

- Story Sharing: Invite community members to > Music and Memory: share songs that hold special
share their personal stories related to the events significance. These could be songs of hope, remembrance,
th : or resilience.
of October 7, allowing for a deep, personal
connection among pa rticipants. > Poetry Reading: include readings of poems or prose written
by community members or Israeli poets, focusing on
> Thisis an opportunity to give space to the story of themes of loss, hope, and remembrance.

community members whose relatives in Israel were harmed
or fell in the war

. Topic-Focused Discussions: Small groups 2. Documentary Screening and Discussion:

gather in someone’'s home or a cozy community
space to discuss specific topics such as personal
experiences, community support, or the impact of
recent events. These can be led by a facilitator to
ensure everyone has the opportunity to share.

- Film Night: screen a documentary related to the
events of October 7™ or the broader context of
antisemitism and resilience. Follow the screening
with a moderated discussion, encouraging
participants to reflect on the themes and share

You can ask a question and have a round of their thoughts.

responses questions for example: 3. Art and Memory:

> Choose one person/event that touched you - share why . Community Art Project° organize an art session

> Select one image that captured you and stayed with you where community members can create pieces that
- share why reflect their feelings and experiences. These can be
displayed in a community space or used as part of

> How the events in Israel affect us here in the US? .
a larger memorial event.

Images from iCenter > My thoughts before October 7th and after

kA OCTOBER 7 PAGE 9
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https://theicenter.org/icenter_resources/design-duty-artists-as-activists/
https://israeliamericancouncil.box.com/s/do6lmbowkxxh81bmzh7db52cihrguthc

Collaborative Mural: create a small mural or art
installation in a community space

4. Candlelight Vigil:

Evening Vigil: host a candlelight vigil in a quiet,
intimate setting, such as a community member's
backyard or a small public park. Participants can
light candles in memory of those who were lost
and share a few words, poems, or prayers.

Silent Reflection: Create a space for silent
reflection, perhaps with soft background music
or the reading of names of the victims.

5. Memory Garden:

Planting for Remembrance: organize a small
gathering where community members plant a
garden or a single tree in memory of those lost.
This can be a reflective, hands-on activity where
participants can also paint rocks with words of
hope and place them around the garden.

Dedication Ceremony: hold a brief, intimate
ceremony to dedicate the garden or tree. Include
a moment of silence, a prayer, or the sharing of
thoughts by participants.

6. Walk of Reflection:

g

Memory Walk: Organize a walk through a
meaningful location in your community where
participants can reflect on the events of October
7th. The walk can include stops where participants
pause to read short reflections or prayers.

OCTOBER 7
121VPIND DYV
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Walk and Talk: Pair participants up or put them
in small groups to walk together and discuss their
feelings, memories, and hopes for the future.

7. Cooking and Memory Sharing:

8. Tribute to the Nova Festival” We Will Dance Again”:

Cooking Workshop: Host a cooking/baking
workshop using recipes from fallen soldiers,
kidnapped individuals, or comforting recipes from
home. Through cooking and baking, participants
can share the story of the fallen or kidnapped
individual and learn about them. You can use the
following websites: Tastes like home | Hostages’
favorite recipes | matkonzikaron

A silent disco in memory of the Nova victims and
survivors. A hope-filled event for the community,
youth, young leaders, etc., incorporating ceremonial
elements for remembrance.

Memorial Candle Station for the murdered
and kidnapped.

Creating Memorial T-shirts/Bands/Stickers.
Moment of Silence.

Slideshow of Photos of the Murdered
and Kidnapped.

PAGE 10



https://tasteslikehome.co.il/all-recipes-en/
https://online.fliphtml5.com/jypud/dqaw/#p=1
https://online.fliphtml5.com/jypud/dqaw/#p=1
https://www.matkonzikaron.co.il/english

GRAFFITI
PROJECT
AND ART
EXHIBITION

ISRAELI OCTOBER 7
IAC
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COUNCIL 1:1”?1“:

The Graffiti and art become the visual language in times
of crisis. Similar to initiatives that have been undertaken
in Israel since October 7*", and in various places around
the world (for the commemoration of the Hostages, in
memory of the Nova and the south kibbutz and more).

We invite you to embark on a project to create a
memorial Graffiti wall or an art performance/ exhibition
by engaging local artists and choosing an event, figure,

or place from the events of October 7*" that you wish to
commemorate.

This is a collaborative art initiative that invites local graffiti
and mural artists to create a memorial wall /Jperformance/
exhibition. This wall will serve as a visual tribute to the
individuals, events, and places affected, symbolizing both
the pain and the hope.

FINDING A WALL/ PLACE

A structure within the Jewish community

Requesting a wall allocation from the
local municipality

A building owned by a Jewish/
Israeli families/ businesses

CALL FOR ARTISTS AND GRAFFITI PAINTERS
(JEWISH AND NON-JEWISH)

Write a call-to-artists letter that you can send out, or

alternatively, reach out to artists you already know and
engage them.

.
Voluntary Contribution to the Community: It should
be clearly stated that their work is unpaid, but they will

receive credit with their name on the memorial wall and
INn publications.

INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY

The community (representatives, youth, etc.) can
be involved in creating the memorial wall (painting,
cleaning, etc.).

A ceremony to unveil the memorial wall can be
held with the presence of public figures and

community leaders, along with a short memorial
ceremony.

Lighting a memorial candle by the wall

Placing flower wreaths

INSPIRATIONAL VIDEOS OF GRAFFITI
PROJECTS IN ISRAEL

iOctobeer Seventh
Exhibit

Maariv Article (HE)

YNET Article (EN)
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https://grafitiyul.co.il/hope-2/
https://www.anumuseum.org.il/october-seventh/
https://www.maariv.co.il/culture/theater-art/Article-1058657
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/hk7teonst

Official links and recommended websites that include 710 EDUT Historical Testimony Database of the Events
maps, video documentation, survivor testimonies, of October 7" www.edut710en.org

CO NTE NT and content.
Historical Context and Analysis: For a broader

WE BSITES Official Documentation of Crimes: The Prime historical and analytical perspective on the conflict

Minister’'s Office of Israel, in collaboration with the IDF and the October 7th events, Britannica provides a
Spokesperson, launched an official website documenting detailed summary and explanation. This resource covers
the atrocities committed during the October 7t attacks. the broader geopolitical implications and historical

This site serves as a public diplomacy tool to inform the context. You can visit Britannica for more information
international community about the nature of the crimes. Encyclopedia Britannica.

More details can be found at JewishPress.com

More sources:
October 7t" Eyewitness Accounts and Stories: This
website provides firsthand accounts from survivors and - Interactive map (EN | HE): Death locations
witnesses of the attacks, offering a comprehensive view murdered and fallen
of the events and their impact. It includes stories from
various affected areas, including the Nova Festival and
nearby kibbutzim. October7.org (The Jerusalem Post).

-« KAN 360 (HE): A digital project

« National Remembrance Database

The official website of the Israeli Ministry of

. . A : . « Testimony videos of murdered/kidnapped families
Foreign Affairs: This site includes data, images, video / PP

and information about the recent war and factual and . Official website of families of hostages
legal aspects related to military operations, including the

conflict in Gaza. Ministry of Foreign Affairs « The Central Press Office of Israel
October 7 Documentation: the extreme violence of the « Marking one year October 7

Hamas attack on October 7 https://oct7.treedis.com/ Jewish Federations across North America

Interactive Map of the Attacks: The site oct7map.com
offers an interactive map that details the locations of the
attacks, including descriptions of events in places like
Re'im, Kfar Aza, and Nahal Oz. The map provides a visual
representation of the incidents, helping users understand

the scope and severity of the attacks Mapping the .

Massacres (The Forward).

ISRAEL OCTOBER 7 PAGE 12
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https://saturday-october-seven.com/
https://www.october7.org/
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-war-in-the-south-7-oct-2023
https://oct7.treedis.com/
https://oct7map.com/
https://oct7map.com/
https://forward.com/fast-forward/567728/oct-7-interactive-map-hamas-attacks-israel/
https://www.edut710en.org/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Israel-Hamas-War
https://yuval-harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/
https://www.nli.org.il/en/at-your-service/who-we-are/projects/october-7
https://dropimpact.co.il/
https://stories.bringthemhomenow.net/
https://www.hostagesreturn.gpolive.co.il/pages/home.php?login=true
https://www.markingoctober7.org/

TEXTS FOR CEREMONIES

....... OCTOBER 7
% JAC 252 | avopia
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ISRAEL’'S Jd HATIKVAH

NATIONAL As long as in the heart within, Kol ode balevav p'nimah
The Jewish soul yearns, Nefesh Yehudi homiyah
ANTH EM And toward the eastern edges, onward, Ulfa'atey mizrach kadimah
(“TH E HOPE”) An eye ga?es toward Zion. Ayin I'tzion tzoflyah.
Our hope is not yet lost, Ode |lo avdah tikvatenu
The hope that is two-thousand years old, Hatikvah bat shnot alpayim
To be a free nation in our land, L'hiyot am chofshi b'artzenu
The Land of Zion, Jerusalem. Eretz Tzion v'Yerushalayim
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Glorified and sanctified be God's great name throughout the world which
He has created according to His will.

May He establish His kingdom in your lifetime and during your days, and within
the life of the entire House of Israel, speedily and soon; and say, Amen.

May His great name be blessed forever and to all eternity.

Blessed and praised, glorified and exalted, extolled and honored, adored and
lauded be the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, beyond all the blessings and
hymns, praises and consolations that are ever spoken in the world; and say, Amen.

May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life,
for us and for all Israel; and say, Amen.

He who creates peace in His celestial heights, may
He create peace for us and for all Israel; and say, Amen.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2FZsuaneAc&t=104s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQCu9kl68Tg

TRADITIONAL
MEMORIAL
PRAYERS

YIZKOR AM ISRAEL

The People of Israel will remember its
sons and daughters, the faithful and the
brave, the soldiers of the Israel Defense
Forces, and all the fighters of the
underground movements and combat
brigades in the nation’s battles, and the
members of the intelligence, security,
police, and prison service communities,
who risked their lives in the war for the
revival of Israel, and all those who were
murdered in Israel and abroad by the
hands of terrorist organizations.

Israel will remember, bless its offspring,
and mourn the brilliance of youth, the
charm of heroism, the sanctity of will,
and the devotion to sacrifice of those
who perished in the heavy battle.

May the fallen of Israel’s battles, crowned
with victory,

be engraved in the heart of Israel for
generations.
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EL MALEH RAHAMIM

Merciful God who dwells above, provide
a sure rest on the wings of the Divine
Presence, amongst the holy and pure
and heroic who shine as brightly as

the sky, to the souls of the soldiers

of the Israel Defense Forces and the
underground fighters who fell in Israel’s
wars, and all the fighters in the nation’s
battles who gave their lives to die for the
sanctity of Hashem who, with the help of
the God of Israel’s battles, brought about
the establishment of the nation and the
State and the reclamation of the land

and the City of God, and all those
who were murdered in the Land and
outside it by the murderers of the
terrorist groups.

Hence, the Merciful One will shade them
forever in his wings, and will bind them
in the bundle of life. The LORD is their
inheritance, the Garden of Eden their
resting place, and they will rest in peace
on upon their beds, and they will receive
their reward at the end of days.

So let us say, Amen.
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TRADITIONAL
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ACHEINU

As for our brothers and sisters,
the whole house of Israel, who are
given over to trouble or captivity,
whether they abide on the sea or
on the dry land:

May the All-present have mercy
upon them, and bring them forth
from trouble to enlargementnt,
from darkness to light, and from
subjectionn to redemptionn, now
speedily and at a near time.
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JJ PRAYER FOR THE STATE OF ISRAEL

Our Father in Heaven, Rock and Redeemer
of Israel, bless the State of Israel, the first
manifestation of the approach of our redemption.

Shield it with Your lovingkindness, envelop it in
Your peace, and bestow

Your light and truth upon its leaders, ministers,
and advisors, and grace them with

Your good counsel.

Strengthen the hands of those who defend our
holy land, grant them deliverance, and adorn
them in a mantle of victory.

Ordain peace in the land and grant its
iInhabitants eternal happiness.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYXr6wk19rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYXr6wk19rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zm1XwHMGEc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zm1XwHMGEc
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dd THE PRAYER FOR THE IDF SOLDIERS

He Who blessed our forefathers Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob may He bless the fighters of the Israel Defense
Forces, who stand guard over our land and the cities of
our God, from the border of the Lebanon to the desert
of Egypt, and from the Great Sea unto the approach of
the Aravah, on the land, in the air, and on the sea.

May the Almighty cause the enemies who rise up
against us to be struck down before them. May the
Holy One, Blessed is He, preserve and rescue our
fighters from every trouble and distress and from every
plague and illness, and may He send blessing and
success in their every endeavor.

May He lead our enemies under our soldiers’ sway and
may He grant them salvation and crown them with
victory. And may there be fulfilled for them the verse:
For it is the Lord your God, Who goes with you to battle
your enemies for you to save you.

More prayers for Israel during this time of war

Prayers for Israel during this time of war

The Israel Forever Foundation
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https://jewishunpacked.com/prayers-for-israel-during-this-time-of-war/
https://d.docs.live.net/d327a95111afd6a6/Desktop/%09https:/israelforever.org/interact/gallery/prayers-for-israel/index3.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dxk9kUTApg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dxk9kUTApg

ALTERNATIVE
PRAYERS

E-L MALEH RACHAMIM
By Rabbanit Sarah Segal-Katz and Rabba Tamar Elad-Appelbaum

E-l Maleh Rachamim May we come in peace to healing
God of Compassion, Please God, heal all the injured.
In a universe that lacked compassion Please God, heal the families and
Grant tender rest caretakers.

Beneath the wings of the Shekhinah. Please God, hear and heal us all.
In the broken spheres of human radiance And let us say, Amen.

To the souls of each and every of the injured
And the violated in the horrors of the
pogrom Of October 7.

For the fear That fell upon each man and
woman, elders, youth, and children;

Our mouths do not know how to scream
Or put it into words.

For we lament and mourn

For them, for us,

Because of this our hearts are faint
Because of these our eyes grow dim
Woe to us, for we are broken

Woe, for our homes were shattered

Our souls and bodies tormented

And our faces darkened.

Therefore, Compassionate One

Reveal our torment to the world

and for all time

And from one end of the earth to the other
May the silenced voices utter:

Guard our souls in the Land of Life

For life is our heritage
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PRAYER FOR THE STATE OF ISRAEL

By Rabba Mira Regev

QOur Father in heaven, Shechinah
source of life, Rock and redeemer

of Israel, strengthen and deliver all
who stand on guard protecting their
homes, safeguard and save them
from any trouble and distress and
bless their actions, hear their prayers
and ours and deliver them. Save those
who are trapped in their homes, grant
them inner strength, faith and hope,
bolster them in these terrifying times.

Send Your mercy to the anxious
mothers and hurting fathers and
the children sitting in shelters. May
it be Your will to remember us, to
take notice of us, to meet us with
compassion for we trust in You.

Return all those kidnapped safe and
sound to their homes, without the
spilling of innocent blood, without
their souls becoming tarnished by

We pray “nation shall not lift sword
against nation and they will study war
no more”. Colnpassionate God, please,
arouse Your mercy for us, and may the
verse be fulfilled:

“From the seed of peace the vine

shall produce its fruit, the land shall
produce its yield, and the skies shall
provide their moisture. | will bestow all
these things upon you, and you shall
be a blessing, have no fear.”

And let us say Amen.
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horrific acts. '
Strengthen those who protect our
Holy Land, soldiers and civilians alike.
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ALTERNATIVE
PRAYERS

CAPTIVES THE OF RETURN THE FOR PRAYER

By Rabbi Lau David

May it be the will of our FATHER IN
HEAVEN Who brought His people Israel
out from the suffering of Egypt that He
bless and save our abducted brothers and
sisters, bound with iron chains. May He
strengthen their souls and faith, Protect
them from all harm and disease, Have
mercy on His sons and daughters awaiting
His salvation, Nullify all cruel decrees from
upon them.

In His great kindness, may He hasten their
redemption and may they quickly emerge
from darkness to light, and from the pit

of captivity to the freedom of the world,
and return in peace to their families and to
their homes.
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On October 13, 2025, the last hostages were returned to Israel.

We leave this text here in memory of all those who did not return alive.

May their memory be a blessing.
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HOPE
By Iris Eliya Cohen

| name the file “Suffering”

| erase it and rename it “October”
| change it to “The Seventh”

| change it to “Abyss”

| change it to “Multiple Abysses”

| rename it “Hell”

| rename it “Hope”
| tell the computer to remember the file
The computer answers me

“Holding on to hope.”
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BEERI
By Adi Blechman

Soon winter will come

Crying clouds will water the ground and grow
carpets of red first the anemone will flower,

and no one will come to see its beauty
After the buttercup will flower and there
will be no festival.

Finally, the poppy will flower, and quiet, there

IS nobody.

The protected flowers were already picked in

the autumn
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TRIGER WARNING
By Maya Tevet Dayan

*Trigger Warning:
*Trigger Warning:
*Trigger Warning:
*Trigger Warning:
*Trigger Warning:
*Trigger Warning:
*Trigger Warning:
**Trigger Warning:

Saturday
Kibbutz
Lawn
Party
Baby
Door
Doorknob

Every bath time, every I'm cold,

every I'm hungry, every what would you like to eat,

every scrambled egg, every | don't want to wear socks,

every Mommy [Trigger Warning: Mother]

Every once-in-an-hour-that | wake up at night

[Trigger Warning: Night, Night]

Every time the blanket moves up and down,

God make it move up and down

Every time that | whisper to myself in the dark She's here, She's here

Every time that | whisper to Her, Mommy is here Mommy is here.
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OCTOBER
By Adi Keissar

I'm not sure

if | could go back to life this time
A morning run, bike trip, party
without the face of the dead
haunting me

I'm not sure

if | could come back alive this time
An empty baby bed, a blanket
coloured red.

What I'm sure of

Automatic weapons, fire and smoke
shattered windows and a broken door
sirens going up and down

ashes and wreckage

The world is burning

and | am the flames

The hours blended

also, the days

At night came the dreams

and the mosquitos

to suck my skin

As from a hidden signal

swirled around me

all night

buzzed in the darkness

asked for my blood.

All through the night

the air stood still

between me and the world

not going in and not coming out
In the morning | opened a window
the sun was shining in the sky

the silence filled the empty streets
I'm not sure

if | could ever hear silence

that doesn’t hide a disaster within.

Links for more poems written about October 7 and the war

Makom LeShira in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

A new poetry, post-Oct. 7
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https://poetrytreasure.com/?page_id=8670
https://religionnews.com/2024/03/14/october-7-poetry-rachel-korazim/

ISRAELI SONGS
WRITTEN SINCE
THE WAR

4§ SUPERHEROES
By Asaf Peri and Hatikva 6

So the Bible teacher serves in Givati

The language teacher in intelligence.

The neighbor upstairs works in construction
but has already been in the reserves for

a month.

The lawyer is a “Kambatzit”

(operations manager) working shifts in the
military division.

Her brother, a senior hi-tech guy, now he is a
sniper on rooftops in the Strip.

The tough branch manager of the bank is a
sergeant in Judea and Samaria.

Doron, a he's the owner of a toy store,

Nnow he is a company commander in the
armored corps.

And our beloved Amedi, who usually sings
in Caesarea, Is a combat engineering soldier
bravely recovering after being wounded in
the hear of Gaza.

Hey, It's true everyone looks ordinary -- but,
We're a nation of superheroes

In each of us there is always a soldier hidden,
Ready to save the world

The bus driver from “Dan’,

The one who is always on time,

He is now the commander of an artillery
battery in the south near Nir Am

There is a student at the Technion,

In the middle of his bachelor’s degree,

He is a captain in the 9lst division in the Galil,
stationed for a month already at the northern
border.

There is a model here who is a paramedic
There is an electrician here who is a
MAG shooter.

There is Yoni, a gifted saxophone player, who
Is first and foremost a warrior in Sayeret
Matkal (Elite unit).

Everyone has a hidden closet or a large,
equipped box

He has a set of uniforms or a reserves outfit,
always ready for action.

And it doesn’t matter if we are in the middle
of living life or in the middle of a soccer game,
Everyone will drop everything in a second if
the flag calls out to them

This is not a parallel universe,

Not a “Marvel” real

This is our story - the nation of Israel
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JJ AM ISRAEL CHAI
By Eyal Golan

The sun will shine soon we'll know better
days that these the heart fights with worry
everyone will return home we'll wait for them
below hopefully we'll know good news

Because the eternal people never fear even
when it's hard to see we're all together, no
one here is alone when the wars burns

The nation of Israel lives if we'll not forget
always to be united the nation of Israel lives
during ascents and during declines,

even during the hardest hours

G-d, the blessed one, he watches over us so
who can triumph over us because we have
no other land will make peace amongst
ourselves watch over our children because
we haven't lose our faith

Ho my land is our heritage our spirits will not
fall now around us, an iron of swords and the
dove will spread her wings the hope of two
thousand years we'll go out in the streets to
sing again

Because the eternal people never feareven
when it's hard to see we're all together,

no one here is alone we'll go out in the streets
to sing
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0W_yt-Bx36c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p3rtnQ_7y4 

ISRAELI SONGS
WRITTEN SINCE

THE WAR

4 HOMELAND
By Hanan Ben Ari

| hope that you are still keeping track of
Good moments to remember

Once upon a time, people wrote songs to
you

INn notebooks.

Do you remember?

Oh sleeping beauty,

How long will you bleed?

Everyone is in the streets (but) there is no
ladder, no window

No door and no sign...

[Chorus]

So (I'll) sing an old song, an old song,
an old song

| am staying faithful, faithful, faithful
Forever. Forever.

The prophets envisioned something
different for you.

Someone fell asleep while on guard duty.
Where is the dream?

There is no truth and no peace

And no justice.

Only breaking apart...

[Chorus]

So (I'll) sing an old song,

an old song, an old song

We will stay faithful, faithful, faithful
Forever. Forever.

We will never break
Neither in peace nor in trial
Neither in sweet (times) nor bitter

| will only sing with you.
| will only sing with you.

You are the only one, the special one
You will always be my homeland
Even on the edge of the abyss

Even in hell

You are paradise.
Paradise.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wYEWx1291g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wYEWx1291g

ISRAELI SONGS
WRITTEN SINCE
THE WAR

JJ IT'S OK
By Benaia Barabi

It's ok not to be ok

it's ok to sing when you're in pain

it's ok to cry every morning

and despite it all to get up in the end

It's ok not to be normal
it's ok not to say a word
It's ok to dance until morning comes
in darkness full of hope

The easiest thing to do is to hide your
face to keep it inside for many thousands
of years my head screams from inside

To pray over the small moments
everything is normal we change
only in my heart | kept the faith

| most want to be together

never to be alone i most want to sing
loud, to hold your hand

| most want to live without fear

It's ok to laugh for no reason
| most want to embrace closely,
it's ok to love

It's ok to put on make up,
to dress beautifully

It's ok to lose ones direction life continues
on so who am i not to continue forward

It's ok not to find the answer

it's ok to pray for faith

it's ok to ask a thousand questions
to be or not to be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cCzikUobC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cCzikUobC4
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JJ BLOOMING FOR THEIR RETURN

By Ishay Ribo

[Chorus]

All of the tears, the pain,

that ripped from my heart

Will grow a world

Orchard fields of truth, anemone,
and almond

All that we have been through

We also have made mistakes

along the way

But we learned in the end

That we can't alone

Will bloom for their return

All that we have known

It turns out that we didn't know

And how is it that from our happy day
We do not have a dreadful moment

All of the tears, the pain,

that ripped from my heart

Will grow a world

Orchard fields of truth, anemone,
and almond

Will bloom for their return

Eighth morning gathering
Where time stood still
Foxes destroyed a vineyard

They took the body but not the figure
And then during the shock

We multiplied goodness,

we increased kindness

Both iron and a sword

And prayers in the synagogue

All of the tears, the pain,

that ripped from my heart
Will grow a world

Orchard fields of truth,
anemone, and almond

All that we have been through

Adopt us today

Bless us today

Raise us today

Ask for a favor

Honor us today

Heart us today

Rescue us today
Rescue us from all the evil
Have mercy on us today
Look over our soldiers
Return our captives
Find us comfort
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Jd LET IT BE (LU YEHI)

By Neomi Shemer

There is still a white sail on the horizon

Opposite a heavy black cloud
All that we ask for may it be

And if in the evening windows

The light of the holiday candles flickers

All that we seek - may it be

May it be, may it be
Please - may it be
All that we seek - may it be.

If the messenger is at the door
Put a kind word in his mouth

All that we ask for may it be

If your request to be not die
After flowering and after harvest
All that we seek - may it be

May it be...

What is the sound that | hear
The cry of the shofar

and the sound of drums

All that we ask for may it be
That is also heard among them

A prayer in my mouth
All that we ask for may it be

May it be...

Within a small, shaded neighborhood

Is a small house with a red roof
All that we ask for, may it be
This is the end of summer,

the end of the path

Allow them to return safely here
All that we seek, may it be

May it be...

And if suddenly,

rising from the darkness
Over our heads,

the light of a star shines

All that we ask for, may it be

Then grant tranquility
and also grant strength
To all those we love

All that we seek, may it be

May it be...
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JJ IN YOUR BLOOD

By Neomi Shemer

The ancient words fill me with strength,
In the ancient voices | find healing.
They help me live,

They help me grow,

And create a better world.

And when | passed by you and saw you
wallowing in your blood,

| said to you: ‘in your blood, live!

Live, live, in your blood you shal live!

| said to you: ‘in your blood, live!

Suddenly above my head appears
a rainbow,

Spread wide as a colorful fan
Proclaiming life, declaring hope
and peace, tranquility and grace.

And | said to you: ‘in your blood, live!
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JJ OVER ALL OF THESE

By Neomi Shemer

Over the honey and the [bee] sting
Over the bitter and the sweet

Over our baby girl

Please guard my good Lord.

Over the burning fire

Over the crystal-clear water

And over the man returning home
from afar

Over all these things, over all these things
Please guard for me my good God

Over the honey and the [bee] sting

Over the bitter and the sweet.

Please don't uproot what's been planted
Don't forget the hope

Lead me home and | will return

To the good land

Guard my God over this house
Over the garden and the wall
From sorrow, sudden fear

and from war.

Protect the little | have

The light and the infants
The fruit not yet ripened and
the ones that were picked.

Over all these things

A tree rustles in the wind,

INn the distance a star falls,

The wishes of my heart, in the darkness
Are being written now.

Please guard all these things for me And
over my beloved ones

Over the quiet, the tears

And this song.

Over all these things...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxzR9Z-kG6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxzR9Z-kG6Q

SONGS OF Jd SEE THE LIGHT IR DR MINIY I
HOPE AN D By Asaf Amdurski and Barak Feldman 17759 P21 PONTAR GOR NRN

For | saw my path disappear And | fell to the earth, in silence NNoYYI 19T NR ORI D

REM EM BRANCE in a tangled forest, among walls of closed my eyes, sealed my heart DYmn mrp 71,7110 1971

: : . _ NNRNTNN ANTRD PN
thicket and in the bleading earth and felt how | was falling apart from DWW 19770 18P 7937

my feet were embedded, struck roots all my pains, from all my loneliness
YINWY *N%D YN

DnPY DTNYN oYy

And for the moment | could hear And for the moment | could flee M1 MYYY SR
leaves teaching their song like a feather on the wing of a bird DIPR MIaY
and | wanted to rise high and | was able to rise high
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See the light see the light nYRIN AP MAM

| got to know the drops of the rain 9y NTA9N MR IRAPN
that pooled within me, dropped below

bloom with them

. YIY 'nHv1 Yaan
me and the wind, cold and desperate, MaRA ARIN N¥P3
froze me, weighed on me Max Moy »nrxm

RN DR NIRIY

And for the moment | could touch RN DR MR

the end of the gray pain 15PN DYIND DPHVH DINIR
and | wanted to rise high NN DORYN
see the light NIRIY IR DY H9IR TNR DY IR

, WTIRTYD
see the light

VPV LPIRD 'NYAN
They say the sky is blue above us YYD IMNOR 1Y INNNRY
NPIANN IR PR INVITM

full of lights perhaps one day |, too, MTTI 990 218D 9910

will be able to see see...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m04r1_HK1e8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m04r1_HK1e8

SONGS OF Jd WE DON'T NEED 099978 NY I
HOPE AN D By Shlomo Artzi Y9N 195 PR

Our eyes are already dried out of tears, Our sigh will soon break through ,JIYNTN VY IV 72D
: . : 212092 09R 9M 720 1,
And our mouth is now mute, voiceless. Take it as a personal prayer.

REMEMBRANCE

TV NN MR L, VP MY N

What more can we ask for,
tell us what more?

We already asked for almost everything.

Give us rain when the time is right,
And in the spring, sprinkle flowers
around us,

And let him return to his home,
We don't need more.

We've already suffered through a
thousand scars, Deep down we've
hidden a sigh.

Our eyes are already dried out
from crying

Give us rain when the time is right,
And in the spring, sprinkle flowers
around us,

And let us see him again

We don’t need more.
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Tell us we've already passed the test.
JPWIR TIRD 1YAN0 NRT Yap

Give us rain when the time is right, DY PN DWan NR

And in the spring, sprinkle flowers ,0'N79 1Y 919 1ARD
SIMRIYY 21D 1Y M

around us,
022798 RY 1IMIR AT Ny

And let her be with him again
We don't need more.

We've already covered a barrow or two,
We buried our hearts among
the cypresses.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrhOtJS3psQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmtPlkDFD1A&t=6s&ab_channel=ShlomoArtziOfficial
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JJ IN OUR KINDERGARTEN
By Yiftach Krasner and Shaylee Atary

In our kindergarten,
there are plenty of kids

Some of them | love,

some of them | do not know

But who haven't heard about
the bravery of Ran?

He's the fastest on the sand,

the strongest in the kindergarten
But he has this one secret that
he's afraid to tell

That he's so in love with one of the girls

[Chorus]

So on cold nights

With a flashlight under the blanket,
they talk

And he tells her what she means to him
His whole world is protected beneath
the blanket

In our kindergarten,

there are many groups
Some are popular,

some not so much

But who haven't heard
about the swing jumpers?
They get applause,

they're being taught how to land
Their flags are raised,
they're the pride of the whole area

Only sometimes when they jump too far,

they forget to return
[Chorus]

In our kindergarten,

we say goodbye happily

For the day is not long

and we meet again tomorrow
Except those who suddenly
don’'t come back anymore

| was told they just moved out
to beyond the clouds

So on cold nights

With a flashlight under the blanket,
they talk

And he tells her what she means to him
She cries when he offers her to be his
whole world

On the night before the war

In our battalion, there are plenty of kids
Some of them | love,
some of them I'll never get to know
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4eFNVmqNsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4eFNVmqNsw

SONGS OF Jd  HAVE NO OTHER LAND NINR PIN Y PR JJ
HOPE AND By Ehud Manor MIN TN NKRN

| have no other land, No, | won't hold my tongue NINR PIR 77 PR
REMEMBRANCE If even this one is inflamed. Or hide my emotions. NI °NNTR DR D)
NITIN N7aYa AN P

No, | will do it no wrong, YNNI SR PP YR

And with just one Hebrew word

And | will sing about my notions, 1y9 191 ,aR10 qua

It feeds my hungry heart, Till in its eyes Y12 RIN RO
It fills my world. | see conscience. YNIR I ,PINUR RY
1739 NR NNYY

It makes me whole N2 IR RY
nY IR

Body and soul
NITIRA IRI PYRY

Here is my home.
Yy YY NR NPONY TY

JJ ONE HUMAN TISSUE IR WK NNHY JJ
By Moti Hammer MN VIN NRN
When I'll die, Something from us dies along NNYT IR VPYAY YT DR ,YTI DR 1NN INVN 1NN IV, MNRYI
something from me And something else, stays within him (0°pwn? YT DR) 13 >, 72 M

M50 MY anady qr Yy

Will die within you. IFwe only knew, how to calm N9NNAN YNNAY PTIDR 22 700 INVN 22 NN WD ,MNNYI
. The hatred, if only we knew how L9919 09 AR MY IR M)
When you'll die,
something from you within me If we only knew how to silence our 1515 19 M
Will die along with you rage PN NNR IPYNR ANDPI N
y

To say we are sorry, A b:?ﬂ;”;_ﬁ::
I
Because all of us, yes, all of us though we already got offended 117 1D 1N
A"” of us are just a living human If we only knew how to begin fresh PR IRVI VM

tissue from the start
And if one of us, YIINY PR LYITNY PR YT DR
Fades away Because all of us... TP DR ,NDRN DR
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJIXzk4DC9Y&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5SpKYlCC-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJIXzk4DC9Y&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5SpKYlCC-s

. IDEAS AND THOUGHTS

Your ideas and thoughts for creating a meaningful

community event:
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ROOTED IN COMMUNITY,
MOBILIZED FOR IMPACT

Magen establishes a scalable community-based national resilience network
that integrates professional training with practical activation. It equips adults,
students, and teens with knowledge and tools to maximize their local impact,

shifting them from a vulnerable, reactive minority to proactive leaders that
defines the local civic agenda.
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